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THE CAMBRO-BRITON, 2fl0 

Iestin, the son of Geraint ab Erbin ab Cystennyn Gorneu 
ab Cynvar ab Tudwal Morvawr, Llan Iestin, in Caermarthen- 
shire, is dedicated to him. 

Iestin, the son of Caden ab Cynan ab Eudav ab Caradog 
ub Bran ab Llyr Llediaith. 

Ilar, a saint whose origin is not known, unless he be the 
same as St Hilary. He is sometimes styled Ilar Bysgodwr, 
or Bar the Fisherman. IJan Ilar, in Ceredigion, is dedicated 
to him : and St. Hilary's day is the time of the wake there. 

Inn,- one of the teachers that accompanied the family of 
Caradog on its return from Rome > and who, in some books, 
is called Gwr o Israel, or a Man of Israel. There is a Llan 
Hid in Glamorganshire, 

[To be continued.] 



EXCERPTA. 



The subject of the following excerptum is one of considera- 
ble interest to those, who take any delight in tracing to then- 
source the various mythological superstitions, that anciently com- 
posed the religious creed of the greatest part of the earth. 
For, by ascertaining the affinities that exist, in this respect, 
between such portions of the globe as are most remotely dissever-, 
ed, we arrive at a demonstrative conclusion, that the customs or 
traditions, in which this similarity prevails, must be traced to 
one common origin. Thus it appears to be with respect to the 
mythological notions of the Hindoos and those of the ancient 
Cymry, between which there are several points of resemblance, 
that never could have been the result of mere accident ; they 
must have been the wrecks of that primitive system, which pre- 
vailed amongst both nations, when united, during the infancy 
of the world, in one social conrmunity. The following letter, ex- 
tracted from the Monthly Magazine, touches but partially on the 
subject; yet, what little it communicates is particularly inte- 
resting, and the more so, as coming from a writer so well qua- 
lified to make the necessary researches. It is our intention, on a 
future occasion, to enter more at large into this curious enquiry *; 

* For some incidental notices of this subject in our former pages the 
leader is referred to vol. i. p. 128 and vol. ii. p. 569. 
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fw the present, we shall close our few introductory remarks 
with a quotation from the " Mythology and Rites of the 
Druids," wherein the learned author takes a general but judici- 
ous view of a question, which, however, we think, the particular 
character of his work might have justified him in discussing^ 
much more minutely. 

" How af* we to account," observes Mr. Davies*, "for 
such a coincidence in the mythology of nations so widely sepa- 
rated? Perhaps, it would not be an unreasonable supposition, 
A*t the rudiments of those fanciful systems, which prevailed 
over the Gentile world, whatever changes they may afterwards 
bare undergone from local corruption and mutual intercourse, 
were laid before the nations separated from the patriarchal 
stock. How are we otherwise to account for the prevalence of 
the same fabulous relations and commemorative symbols in the 
east of Asia and amongst a sequestered people in the west of 
Europe ? I am aware, that this difficulty has generally been 
solved by the supposition, that certain Eastern sages, in some 
distent age, found their way into these remote regions. But 
the experience of our countrymen and neighbours, for the last 
three hundred years, may serve to convince us, that a new re- 
ligion, essentially different from that of an established society, 
whether polished or barbarous, is not easily introduced. How- 
ever this may have been, it is curious to observe in the old 
poems and tales of the Britons, and in the ancient books of the 
Hindoos, the same train of superstitious ideas." 



CONFORMITY BETWEEN INDIAN AND BARDIC 
THEOLOGY f. 
" To the Editor of the Monthly Magazine." 
" Sir, — Whenever I have the curiosity to look into books, 
which treat of the antiquities of India, I am surprised what a 
close affinity is to be discovered between the original language 
of that part of the world and the bardic system and language 
of Wales. This has made me very anxious for the acquaintance 
of a scholar in the Shanscrit, and I have altogether been un- 
successful ; but, perhaps, Sir, there may be, amongst the 

* Mythology and Rites, &c. p. 287. 
t Monthly Magazine, vol. iv. p. 342, 
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readers of your Magazine, some one capable of communicating 
many curious illustrations upon the subject*. The following 
comparison is made of notes, which I took in reading Sir W. 
Jones's translation of the Laws of Menu, and are offered to your 
notice as a specimen of the affinity which I have mentioned. 

« Laws of Menu." " The WeUh," 

"Menu, supposed to be the '^TheWelsh have preserved the 
same with the Mneues of Egypt, names of afew mythological per- 



and the Minos of Greece. Pre/. 
p. viii. Menu with his divine 
bull. Apis and Mneuei — both 
representations of some per- 
sonage. Minoi under the em- 
blem of the Minotaur. The bull 
Mnenet the first law-giver, p. 
ix. The etymology of Menu 
from the root Men, to under- 
stand, also intelligent. It has 
also an affinity with Menes,mens, 
and mind. P. x. 



"ThefirstMenu supposed to be 
Adam : Brahma taught his laws 
to Menuiu 100,000 verses. P. xi. 

"The 100,000 verses, contain- 
ing the aws, were arranged un- 
der twenty-four heads. P. xii. 

" Minotaur, Minotaurus. 



sonages,and;amongsttheseAfen- 
« is one. In one of the Triads 
we have Menu, the son of the 
Three Utterances or Cries, as 
one of the three persons having 
the power of fascination and of 
becoming invisible. In another 
Triad Menu is one of the three 
chief magicians : in another he 
is reckoned one who had the 
power of illnsionf. The word 
Menu has the same abstract 
meaning in the Welsh as is given 
of the Indian name, — the power 
of intellect ; and from the same 
root is derived menydd or eme- 
nydd, the brain. 

" Once there was only the good 
mus e , which Adam had originally 
from heaven. — Bardism. 

" The twenty-four metrical ca- 
nons embrace all the possible 
varieties of metres. 

' ' Met*u-taru,the Bull Menu, or 
the Bull Intellect. 

" Menu, the son of the Three 
loud Utterances. 



" Oblation to be made, ac- 
companied with the three mighty 
words — Earth, Sky, Heaven. P. 
xii. 

• Should any of the readers of the Cambro-Briton possess any infor- 
mation of this nature, we need scarcely add, that it would be most grate- 
fully received. The author of the late Gwyneddigion Prize-poem on the 
" Fall of Llywelyn" states, in a note, something on this subject, with re- 
ference to some lines of Taliesin, which it would be very desirable to have 
more fully explained. 

t See Cambro-Briton, vol. ii. pp. 389, 390. 
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" Lavct of Menu." 
" Nared,the sage amongGods. 
P.xii. 

" Nara, the Spirit of God : 
Ayana, place of motion ; theDei- 
ty is thence named Narayana, 
moving on the waters. P. 2. 

" Antarafi. period of the reign 
pf each Menu. P. 9. 

" Menwantara, the reign of 
Menu. P. 11. 

" Agnx, regent of fire. P. 62. 

" Indra, regent of the atmos- 
phere. 

" Viaiya: let the Viatya be al- 
ways attentive to agriculture. 
P. 287. 

" Gandharvat .aerial musicians. 



" Gour, a name for Bengal. 
P. 12. 



" /fata, that is offered; a name 
given to the sacraments. 



" The Welsh." 

" Nar, a supreme ; plural Nar- 
edd. Nared, a supreme state. 

" Nara, a flux of the supreme : 
an, to go, to move ; auan, mov- 
ing ; auanai, that moves. ' Bid 
euain alltud,' let the stranger be 
in motion. LI: Hen. 

"Antur, antnra, a going on- 
ward, a venture. 

" Memv-antura, the venturing 
onward, course, or sway of Memo 
or intellect. 

" Egni, ardency, energy. 

" Hin, the atmosphere, the 
weather ; kindra, the state, or 
sway, of the weather. 

"Bid ivaesaiovaXu yn wast- 
ad am drin tir. — Let Hie field- 
man be taking care continually 
of agriculture. 

"Gwyntarweis, youths of the 
wind music ; gwyntarwest, wind 
music. 

" Gwyr, (gower in the English 
orthography,) land jutting into 
the sea, a peninsula. Bengal, 
the fair high-land, or head land. 

" Huta, huda, an offer, also, 
the imperative of the verb, take. 
Givell un htvta na a dau addaw. 
One offer is better than two pro- 
mises. 



" This comparison might be extended to a great length ; but 
I am induced to conclude, lest it should not appear sufficiently 
interesting. I remain, Sir, your's &c. 



" Meirion." 



